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PLEASE NOTE:
• Microphones are muted and cameras are turned off
• Please use the chat box if you have any questions
• If you are having technical difficulties, please chat to the host
• This session is not being recorded



Tom Ovens 
Owner- Police Training Solutions | Lieutenant with Seattle Police Department | 29 Years of experience | Certified 

Force Analyst through Force Science Institute | Currently assigned to SPD’s Force Review Unit | Previously served as 
SPD’s Office of Police Accountability | 7 years assigned to SPD Training Unit | 19 years as expert witness

Ryan Spurling 
Chief Criminal Deputy with Mason County Sheriff’s Office| Spent 25 years with Washington State Patrol (Ret.) |

Previously served as MCSO’s Chief of Investigations and Jail Chief | Serves as Commander Traffic Unit, Marine Patrol, 
Training Committee, SWAT Team, Special Operations Response Team, Search & Rescue

John Brooks
Lieutenant with Seattle Police Department |Currently serves as Lieutenant in Command of SPD’s Community 
Response Group |28 years of experience with SPD | Experience in Operations, Patrol, Anti-Crime Team and 

SWAT | Has served as both Training Lieutenant and Watch Commander Lieutenant
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The opinions and advice given by these three individuals are not to be

interpreted as the opinions of the agencies they work for. This PoolCast and the

information relayed by the presenters are simply a discussion with varying ideas

and considerations. The attendees of this PoolCast, and your individual agencies,

must make your own decisions, and consultation with your legal counsel is

strongly advised prior to implementing any policies or practices that may have

been discussed in this PoolCast.



How do we protect the 
rights of people to 

peaceably assemble but 
also stop criminal riots?



Key areas: 

EXERCISEPreparation 

o Training 

o Commanders Intent and Rules of Engagement-based on law and 
policy 

o Logistics 

o Sustainment 



Commanders Intent: 

EXERCISECommanders Intent/Rules of Engagement

o Establishes the legal authority and lawful purpose of your response 

o Clear and direct

o Establishes when a dispersal order will be given 

Rules of Engagement: 

o Establishes the force options to be used 



Training essentials: 

EXERCISETraining

o First line supervision/linebackers 

o Command and leadership

o Officers 

o CI, ROE, use of force, tools, reporting, and tactics 



Areas of Concern: 

EXERCISELogistics

o Less lethal tools 

o Staffing, Mutual Aid and Personal Protective Equipment

o Food, water and breaks 

o Arrests and reporting, prisoner processing and force reporting 



Considerations: 

EXERCISESustainment

o Supply issues 

o Mobilization Plan for multi day events

o Officer Fatigue and Wellness 

o Reporting 
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Preparation is the key to success: 

EXERCISEPreparation

o Commanders Intent and Rules of Engagement

o Training

o Logistics

o Sustainment 



Please join us tomorrow for 
Part 2: Responding to a Crowd Management Event 

10:30am – 12:00pm

Thank you!
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• Microphones are muted and cameras are turned off
• Please use the chat box if you have any questions
• If you are having technical difficulties, please chat to the host
• This session is not being recorded



Tom Ovens 
Lieutenant with Seattle Police Department | 29 Years of experience | Certified Force Analyst through Force Science 
Institute | Currently assigned to SPD’s Force Review Unit | Previously served as SPD’s Office of Police Accountability 

| 7 years assigned to SPD Training Unit | 19 years as expert witness

Ryan Spurling 
Chief Criminal Deputy with Mason County Sheriff’s Office| Spent 25 years with Washington State Patrol (Ret.) |

Previously served as MCSO’s Chief of Investigations and Jail Chief | Serves as Commander Traffic Unit, Marine Patrol, 
Training Committee, SWAT Team, Special Operations Response Team, Search & Rescue

John Brooks
Lieutenant with Seattle Police Department |Currently serves as Lieutenant in Command of SPD’s Community 
Response Group |28 years of experience with SPD | Experience in Operations, Patrol, Anti-Crime Team and 

SWAT | Has served as both Training Lieutenant and Watch Commander Lieutenant
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The opinions and advice given by these three individuals are not to be

interpreted as the opinions of the agencies they work for. This PoolCast and the

information relayed by the presenters are simply a discussion with varying ideas

and considerations. The attendees of this PoolCast, and your individual agencies,

must make your own decisions, and consultation with your legal counsel is

strongly advised prior to implementing any policies or practices that may have

been discussed in this PoolCast.
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Tom Ovens 
Police Training Solutions; 

Lieutenant, Seattle Police Department
Email: tom@policetrainingsolutions.com

Ryan Spurling 
Patrol Division Chief, Mason County
Email: RSpurling@co.mason.wa.us

John Brooks
Lieutenant, Seattle Police Department

Email: brooksjt@hotmail.com

Thank you!


